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People have always been interested in transferring information to others. Telecommunications is the delivery of information to some location at the same and/or some other time. This information could be used to describe, instruct, or direct. The Internet, as much as it is new to many, is just one small step on the evolution of telecommunications.  This evolution flows through a series of recognizable inventions that we now readily accept: 

Transportation - actions and objects
Signals - control of location and direction
Trail Markers - recording direction - static - stable
Speech - precision control of location and direction at a distance
Illustration/Painting - recording position, location, or arrangement
Writing - recording - representation/graphic encoding - 3500 BCE
Paper - lightweight, stable medium for transportation - 105 CE
Posting - transportation of recorded information
Printing - books and newspapers - reproduced recordings - 1450
Photography - recording position, location, or arrangement - 1837
Telegraph -1844
Typewriting - 1867
Mechanical Computers - 1869
Telephone -1876
Phonograph - audio recording - 1877
Punched Cards - Hollerith for US Census 1884
Motion Photography - Lumieres' camera/projector (dynamic) 1895
Radio - communication without wires - out to sea - 1896
Cathode Ray Tube - electronic display - 1897
Vacuum Tube Diode - amplifier and switch - 1904
Facsimile - 1935
Duplication - mimeograph
Television - 1939
Office Machines - collect information
Electrical Computers - ENIAC 1945
Transistor - minimized amplifier and switch - 1947
Remote Terminal Access - data entry and display
Photo-duplication - 1961
Color Television - 1954 - 100% color broadcasting 1965
Video Recording - commercial 1957 - personal 1967
Laser - 1961
Electronic Mail - DEC PDP-8 1965
Optical Fiber - 1966
Electronic Discussion - uunet
National Data Network - ARPANET 1969
Personal Computing - Altair 8800 1974 - Apple II 1977 - IBM PC 1981
Commercial On-line Service - 1979
Local Area Networks - Ethernet 1983
Desktop Publishing - Macintosh 1984 - Apple LaserWriter 1985
Web Publishing - 1992
Two-way Digital Audio/Video Communications - 1994 - MPEG-2/H.310
Digital Television – 1998
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